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A Nation in the Making: is autobiography of Sir Surendranath Banerjce.

A Matter of Time: is a book written by Shashi Deshpandey.

ATale of Two Cities: Charles Dickens is author of this novel.

Abdul Kalam, Dr A.P.J.: is credited with advancement of missile technology in
India. He was honoured with Bharat Rata award on November 26, 1997,

Aberdeen: In Scotlandis known for Britain’s largest granite-exporting industry. It
is known as Granite City.

Adam Smith: is known as father of Economics

Advanced Centre of Marine Biology Research: is located in Chennai (Madras).

Advanced Technology Centre: was set up in 1984 at Indore to develop technolo-
gies in the area of lasers and accelerators.

Advertising Agency in India, Biggest: Hindustan Thompson Associates (HTA).

Agni: is India’s first long-range missile. Refer under “Missiles developed by In-
dia”

Agro-based Industries: The Indian State with maximum agro-based industries is
Uttar Pradesh.

Ahmedabad city: This city on the left bank of the Sabarmati river was founded by
Malik Ahmed (Ahmed Shah-I), son of Nizam-ul-Malik Bahri of the Nizam Shahi
dynasty.

Aid-India Consortium: Japan is the highest donor of aid to India in Aid-India
Consortium.

AIDS: is infected by Virus

Air Transport Industry: was nationalised in 1953

Aircraft engines: are manufactured at Koraput (Orissa)

Aircraft instruments: are manufactured at Lucknow.

Akash: Refer under “Missiles developed by India”.

Alam Ara: was the first talkie movie made in India by A, Trani in 1931

Alamatti Dam: is on the river Krishna.

Alang: situated on the Guif of Khambata in Gujarat is well-known for ship-break-
ing industry.

Alexander (ship): is the name of the ship inwhich Charles Darwin toured for five
years,

Alice in Wonderland: is a book written by Lews Carrol.

Amarnath, Lala: is famous Indian cricketer. He became the first Indian to score a
century, and that also on his debut against visiting Douglas Jardine’s England team at
Bombay Gymkhana in 1933-34,

Ambati, Balamyrali: is the youngest (17-year old) doctor of Indian origin in the
world who received his medical degree from Mount Sinai, New York

Ambedkar, B.R.: was chairman of the drafting committee for the Constitution of
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He was elected to the Constituent Assembly from the then Bombay Presidency.

Amphibians: are animals adapted to both aquatic and terrestrial life

Amundsen, Ronald: is known for discovery of South Pole in 1912.

Anandmath: is a novel written by Bankim Chander Chatterjee. The song Vande
Mataram first appeated in Anandmath published in 1882

1t is known as the “Bible of Bengali literature”.

Angora wool: is sheered from Anatolian goat.

Ankleshwar: is famous for petroleum. Ankleshwar Oil-field is situated near Surat
in Gujarat State.

Antyodaya: is a scheme to provide mid-day meals to school children.

Apni Beti Apna Dhan: is a scheme introduced by Haryana State for welfare of the
girl child

Apsara: is the first nuclear reactor of India.

Aquaculture: refers to fish-farming (or fish culture)

Aqualine: is the world’s longest under-sea tunnel (15.1 km long) bridge and tun-
nel express-way for motor vehicles across Tokyo Bay. It links the Japanese cities of
Kawasaki and Kisarazu, with a 9.5 km undersea tunnel and 4.4 km bridge.

Arctic Research: has enabled researchers to detect and monitor global environ-
ment phenomena such as depletion of atmospheric ozone, global warming etc.

Arjun: is the name given to India’s Main Battle Tank designed and built
indigenously.

Armistice: is an agreement to suspend hostilities in order to negotiate for peace.

Arunachal Pradesh: was formed as the 24* State of India as per the Constitution
(55% Amendment) Act, 1987. This State is best suited for growth of some of the rarest
orchids.

Arundhati Roy: She won the Booker Prize for her book God of Small Things.

Aryabhatta: was India’s first indigenously developed spacecraft launched in 1975.

Asbestos: Canada leads in the world in producion of asbestos. In India, Andhra
Pradesh leads in production of asbestos.

ASEAN: Association of South East Asian Nations. It was formed in 1967.

Asian Games, First: The first Asian Games were held in New Delhi in 1951. From
1954 they were held every four years.

Asians in South Africa: Asians constitute about 3.3 per cent of the total popula-
tion of South Africa. Coloured population is 10.5%.

Asthamudi Lake: is located in Kerala State,

Atacama Desert: is situated in South America.

Athabasea lake: is situated in North America.

Atomic Energy Commission : Atomic Energy Commission of India was set up in
1948 to lay policies on use of atomic energy for peaceful application

Attorney-General of India: is the first Law Officer of the Government.
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Autobiography of an Unknown Indian: is written by Nirad C. Chaudhary.

Ayodhya: s situated on the river Gogra (called Sarayu in ancient times).

Bachendri Pal: is the first Indian woman to scale Mount Everest,

Baden Powell: was the founder of Boy Seout and Civil Guides Movement.

Baikal Lake: is in Siberian desert.

Bailadila: in Bastar district of Madhya Pradesh, is known for its wealth of
Manganese.

Baku: is famous for the production of petroleum

Bandit Queen: is the controversial film directed by Shekhar Kapoor. Its producer
is S.S. Bedi

Bank Rate: implies the rate of interest at which the Reserve Bank of India dis-
counts the Bills of Exchange

Banks Nationalisation: Nationalisation of 14 commercial banks in India was ef-
fected in 1969,

Baron Pierre de Coubertin: was founder of the modem Olympic Games.

Bastar: in Madhya Pradesh, is the largest district in India (arca-wise)

Beloved: is a novel authored by Toni Morrison.

Bhabha, H.J.: is known as “Father of the Indian Programme in Atomic Encrgy’.

Bharat Bhawan: is the renowned multi-arts centre, located in Bhopal,

Bharat Immunologicals and Biological Corporation Ltd: is located at
Bulandshahr (UP) and is entrusted with research and development of new and improved
vaccines

Bharatpur: in Rajasthan is known for wildlife sanctuary which is included in the
world heritage list.

Bhatia, Sabeer: is 29-year-old Indian immigrant in Silicon Valley, Califonia, USA,
who parleyed an idea into Hommai, a million-dollar corporation offering free E-mail
services anywher in the world. On New Year eve, Homail was acquired by Bill Gate’s
Microsoft for a sum of § 25 million (Rs 100 crore) making Bhatia one of the quickest
millionaires in the block. Bhatia had started the venture about 18 months ago with just
$ 2000.

Bihar: Indian State, it was separated from Bengal on April 1, 1912.

Bihu: is the popular dance form of Assam.

Bill Gates: is associated with computer software, microsoft windows.

Bird’s tail: Its main function is to control direction during flying.

Bituminous: is the common variety of coal

Black Box: is a recorder placed in the pilot’s cabin to record cockpit conversation

Blue revolution: relates to fish farming.

Bokaro: in Bihar, is known for stel plant.

Bombay High: Major off-shore oil-field of India. It s located 176 km away from
Mumbai
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published from Bombay (Mumbai)

Bongaigaon: is known for oil refinery.

Borge Ousland: is a Norwegian explorer. He became the first person o walk across
the Antarctic continent alone and unsupported.

Borlaug, Norman Ernest: American agricultural scientist and winner of the Nobel
Prize for Peace in 1970. He was one of those who laid the groundwork of the Green
Revolution.

Bose, Nand Lal: famous Indian painter who was invited to draw sketches on the
theme of national integration in the first copy of the Constitution of India.

Boyecott: is one of the forms of political protests derived from the name of the
person who used it as a political weapon for the first time.

The other forms of political protest are Gherao, Bandh, Hartal, Satyagraha etc.

Braille, Louis: He invented the seript for the blind.

Brihhat Samhita: is an encyclopacdic work by Varahamihira (505-587) dealing
with the study of omens from natural, especially celestial, occurrences

Varahamihira was Indian astronomer, mathematician and philosopher, born near
Ujjain.

Buckingham Canal: is in eastern Andhra Pradesh and north-eastern Tamil Nadu.
It was constructed between 1806 and 1882 along the backwaters of Coromandel coast
which extends from Cape Comorin northward to the Krishna-Godavari deltas. It is also
known as Kommur Canal.

Itis used as a route for transporting bulk commodities to Madras (now Chennai). It
is not used for irrigation.

Budapest: is situated on the bank of the river Danube.

Buddha Jayanti: is observed on full-moon day.

Budgetary Deficit: In India, “budgetary deficit” is defined as ‘excess of revenue
expenditure over revenue receipts of the government of India’.

Bull in stock exchange market: A subscriber to the new issues expecting to sell
his allotment of securities at a profit when trading in them begins is called a Bull.

Bulls and Bears: refer to speculators going up and down respectively in the stock
market.

Bunting: is a term in the game of Baseball.

Buoy: stands for a man serving in any hotel for luggage transportation or as a
guide.

Bura: is the popular dance form of Andhra Pradesh

CACP: Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices. Its objectives are, (1) to
stabilize agricultural prices; (2) to ensure meaningful real income levels to the farmers;
and (3) to protect the interest of the consumers by providing essential agricultural com-
‘modities at reasonable rates through public distribution system.

Calcium chloride: is present in the common toothpastes as an abrasive.
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Canal irrigated land in India: Of the total irrigated land in India, 40% is irrigated
by canals.

Caribou: It is an animal also called reindeer-.

Cashew, Largest producing State of India : Kerala leads in the production of
cashew kernels.

Cattle areas, Richest : Southern Victoria and Queensland are some of the richest
cattle areas in Australia.

Cattle Fare in Sonepur: is the biggest rural fair in India.

Central Cotton Research Institute: It is situated in Pune.

Central Fuel Research Institute: is located at Dhanbad.

Central Leather Research Institute: is located in Chennai.

Centre for Electronic Development and Technology and Central Institute of
Plastic Engineering and Technology: is set up at Imphal (Manipur).

Centre-State Finance relations: are looked after by Finance Commission.

Centre-State relations: have been specifically termed as ‘municipal relations” in
respect of Centre’s control of the State in the planning process.

Chairman of Rajya Sabha: The Vice-President of India is Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha.

Chaitanyabhoomi: is the Central memorial for Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar built at
Rajgruha in Dadar, Mumbai

Chakmas: are refugees from Bangladesh settled in India.

Chakra: was the first nuclear submarine acquired by the Indian Navy.

Chameli Devi Award: is given to journalists.

Champions Trophy: is associated with hockey.

Chandernagore (Chandan Nagar): is the place on which the “French City” plan,
‘mooted by the French Government and approved by the West Bengal Government, is
coming up.

Chandernagore (Chandan Nagar) is located on the western bank of the Ganga,
some 40 km north of Calcutta. The “French City” plan is to recapture and revive the
lingering traces of French culture in the former enclave.

Chants of India: It is Sitar Maestro Ravi Shankar’s album, produced by former
Beatle, George Harrison. This album pushes further at the boundaries of East-West fu-
sion, using chants based on ancient Sansskrit prayers and mantras and combining In-
dian classical music and Western instrumentation.

Charar-e-Sharief: is the Dargah of Sufi saint Sheikh Nooruddin Wali in Kashmir,
which was burnt by terrorists in March, 1995,

Charminar: is located in Hyderabad

Chennai: is the new name for Madras city.

Chernobyl: is a Russian city having a nuclear power plant where a tank of radioac-
tive waste exploded in April, 1993, This explosion is known as “Chernobyl Disaster”
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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

— Article 360: empowers President to declare an emergency if there is financial
instability in the State.

— President of India: Minimum age of a candidate to be eligible for election as
President of India is 35 years.

— Schedules : Indian Constitution has 12 Schedules.

— Speaker’s resignation: In case the Speaker intends to resign, his letter of resigna-
tion should be addressed to the Deputy Speaker.

— 24% Amendment: t affirmed the power of the Parliament to amend any part of the
Constitution. After this amendment, the President is bound to assent to a Constitution
Amendment Bill even if it relates to Fundamental Rights.

—42ndAmendment: Education was transferred to the Concurrent List by this Amend-
ment.

— 74% Amendment: was made in the year 1992 to ensure direct elections toall seats
in Nagarpalikas and Municipalities.

— Adjournment Motion: The notice for moving the Motion for Adjournment of the
business of the House is required to be given to the Presiding Officer of the House.

— altering State boundaries; formation of new States: The provisions relating to
formation of new States and altering of boundaries etc are contained in Articles 3-4 of
the Constitution. By a simple majority and by the ordinary legislative process, Parlia-
‘ment may form new States or alter the boundaries etc of existing States.

Provided that no Bill for the purpose shall be introduced in either House of Parlia-
‘ment except on the recommendation of the President.

Atticle 4 provides that any such law for making itself effective, may amend the
First and Fourth Schedules of the Constitution, without going through the special for-
mality of a law for the amendment of the Constitution as prescribed by Article 368.

~ Amendsment of election procedure of President: Besides passage of the bill in
Parliament by the required majority, the legislatures of at least half of the States must
ratify it.

— Anglo-Indians: The President may, if he is of the opinion that the Anglo-Indian
community is not adequately represented in the Lok Sabha, nominate not more than 2
members of that community to the House of the People (Lok Sabha)

— Anti-defection Law: is contained in the Tenth Schedule. Refer Anti-defection
Law.

— Appointment of Chief Ministers of States: The Indian Constitution does not
empower the President of India to appoint the Chief Ministers of States.

— Article 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion etc which is a Funda-
‘mental Right classified under the Right to Equality.

— Article 17: Untouchability was abolished by the Government under provision of
Article 17.
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expression guaranteed by Article 19 (1) (a) of the Constitution.

— Article 254: provides that in case of any conflict between Union laws and State
laws, the Union law shall prevail

— Article 280: provides for the quinquennial appointment of Finance Commission.

— Article 32: Writs under Article 32 of Indian Constitution can be issued by the
Supreme Court.

— Article 343(1): declares HINDI as the official language of India.

— Article 352: deals with Emergency to be imposed due to external aggression.

— Article 355: Under it, the Central Government is duty-bound to protect every
State against external aggression and internal disturbance and to ensure that the govern-
ment of every State is carried onin accordance with the provisions of the Indian Consti-
tution.

Thus it is the duty on the part of the Centre to keep itself informed about the devel-
opments in any State..

— Article 356: relates to declaration of the President’s rule in a State. The Presi-
dent’s Rule can be proclaimed if the President, on receipt of a report from the Governor
ofthe State, or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the Government
of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.

—Article 368: empowers the Parliament to amend the Constitution.

— Article 370: confers special rights on Jammu & Kashmir State.

— Article 40: Tt lays that the State shall take steps to organise Village Panchayats

— Articles & Schedules: The original Constitution of India contained 395 Articles
and 8 Schedules. Subsequently, additions were made and after the repeal of several
provisions, it still (in 1990) contained 407 Articles and 10 Schedules. There are now 12
Schedules.

— Attorney General: The chief legal advisor to Government of India is Attorney
General of India

He has a right to participate in the business of Parliament though he is not a
member of the Lok Sabha.

— Basic structure: The basic structure theory of the Constitution of India implies
that certain features of the Constitution are so essential to it that they cannot be
abrogated.

— Bi-cameral; Economic Justice; Equality before law: Tt provides for a Bi-cam-
eral system. Economic justice has been incorporated in the Directive Principles of State
Policy.

The ideal of ‘Equality before Law’is achieved by the implementation of the adit
Jranchise in India.

— Bill to amend: A Bill to amend the Indian Constitution can be introduced either
in Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha.

— Centre-State financial relations: States cannot levy income tax.
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of the Indian Constitution was Dr B.R. Ambedkar.

— Collective Responsibility: The Council of Ministers shall be collectively respon-
sible to the House of the People. The principle of collective responsibiliy is codified in
Article 75(3) of the Constitution.

— Concurrent List: In the case of a conflict between the Centre and a State in
respect of a subject included in the Concurrent List in the Constitution of India, the
‘matter is resolved by the Supreme Court of India.

— Constituent Assembly: was adopted on the 26th November, 1949. It was authen-
ticated by Dr Rajendra Prasad, President of the Constituent Assembly, and it came into
force on January 26, 1950.

— Council of Ministers: The Union Council of Ministers in India is appointed by
the President of India on the advice of the Prime Minister.

— Custodian of Fundamental Rights: is the Supreme Court of India

— date of coming into force: The Constitution of India came into force on January
26, 1950.

— Defence: The Supreme Command of the Defence Forces (Army, Navy and Air
Force) is vested in the President of India

— Democracy in India: Democracy in India rests on the fact that people have the
right to choose and change the government.

— Directive Principles of State Planning Policy: The Directive Principles of State
Policy in the Constitution of India have been inspired by the Constitution of Ireland. It
contains ideals of a Welfare State.

“Equal pay for equal work for both men and women” has been laid in the Consti-
tution as one of the Directive Principles.

The Directive Principles are contained in Part IV of the Constitution.

In the Indian Constitution, opportunities for the development of scientific temper,
‘humanism and spirit of inquiry and reform are found in the Directive Principles of State
Policy.

— Dispute about the election of the President of India: f there is a dispute about
the election of the President of India, the same can be referred to the Supreme Court of
India.

— Disqualification of M.P.: A member of either House of Parliament will be dis-
qualified from being a member if he has voluntarily given up membership of the party
onwhose ticket he was elected.

— District Judge: According to the Constitution of India, the term “District Judge®
shall not include “Tribunal Judge’.

— Education: Education is a State Subject included in the State List only.

— Enforcement of Fundamental Rights: For the enforcement of Fundamental
Rights, the court may issue a decree.

— Estimates Committee: Tt consists of 30 members elected every year by the Lok
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— Languages in the Eighth Schedule: There are now 18 recognised languages
specified in the Eighth Schedule. Originally fourteen languages were specified. Sindhi
was included as the fifteenth language while Nepali, Manipuri and Konkani were in-
cluded later.

— Lok Sabha: 1t consists of not more than 525 members elected directly from the
States and 20 members to represent the Union Territories as Parliament by law provides.

The term of the Lok Sabha can be extended for one year at a time.

The Lok Sabha can be dissolved before the expiry of its normal term of five years by
the President.

— Lok Sabha seats: Seats allotted to different States for Lok Sabha are determined
on the basis of the State’s population.

— Lok Sabha Secretariat: comes under the direct supervision of the Speaker of the
Lok Sabha.

— Lower House of State Legislature: Elected members of the Lower House of the
State Legislature have the right to vote in the elections to both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha.

— Minimum age to become Member of the Lok Sabha: The minimum age to
become a member of the Lok Sabha is 25 years.

— Minister: A petson can remain as minister in India without being a member of
Parliament for a period of six months.

A person appointed as a Minister has to become member of one of the Houses of
Parliament within six months, if he is not already one, either by election or by nomina-
tion.

— Money Bill: A Money Bill is not introduced in the Rajya Sabha which has no
power over Money Bills. It can originate only in the Lok Sabha. In financial matters,
the Lok Sabha is more powerfil than the Rajya Sabha. After a Money Bill has been
passed by the Lok Sabha, it is to be sent to the Rajya Sabha for its recommendations.
The Rajya Sabha cannot reject or amend a Money Bill by virtue of its own powers. It
‘must, within a period of fourteen days from the date of receipt of the Bill, retumn it to
Lok Sabha, which may either accept or reject all or any of the recommendations of the
Rajya Sabha.

If the Rajya Sabha does not return the Bill within fourteen days, it shall be deemed
to have been passed by both Houses.

I any question arises whether a Bill is a Money Bill or not, the decision of the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha shall be final and shall not be open to question either in a
Court of Law or in either House or even by the President.

— National Emergency: The President can declare national emergency arising due
to: (1) war, (2) external aggression (Art. 352), (3) internal disturbances, (4) failure of
constitutional machinery in any State, () threat to financial stability or credit of India
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the Cabinet as a whole in writing

— Nature of the: The Indian Constitution is quasi-Federal in nature.

— Ninth Schedule: deals with provisions as to disqualification on ground of
defection.

— Nominated members of Rajya Sabha: Nominated members of the Rajya Sabha
are 12. They are not associated with the Estimates Committee.

— Qath of President of India: is conducted by the Chief Justice of India.

— Ordinances declined by the President to promulgate: The two ordinances which
the President of India declined to promulgate for reasons of Constitutional propriety on
the eve of the elections to the 11* Lok Sabha related to (1) the curtailment of the election
campaign period and (2) the reservation of jobs for Dalit Christians.

— Parliament: The Parliament in India consists of President, Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha. The Parliament has to meet at least twice in a year. The minimum time-gap be-
tween two successive sessions of the Parliament can be six months.

— Parliamentary system: The idea of Parliamentary system of democracy was bor-
rowed from England.

— Power to decide dispute between Centre & States: The power of the Supreme
Court of India to decide disputes between the Centre and the States falls under its origi-
nal jurisdiction.

— Powers of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha: Except in the case of Money Bills, the
Constitution provides equality of status of the two Houses.

— Powers of the Election Commission : are given in Article 324,

—Preamble: The Preamble of the Indian Constitution reflects the mind and ideas of
its framers. It describes India as a sovereign, socialist, secular; democratic Republic.

— President: The President of India can preside in the proceedings of either House
of Parliament, without having a right to vote.

— President’s resignation: If the President of India wants to resign from office, he
may do so by writing to the Vice-President

— President’s Rule: The President’s Rule ina State cannot remain in force for more
than six months at a time, unless its life is extended every six months but upto a maxi-
mum period of three years.

— President’s Veto Power: The only instance of the exercise of the President’s veto
power over a Bill passed by the Parliament, so far, has been in regard to the PEPSU
Appropriation Bill (on 8.3.1954).

— Presidential election: The name of a candidate for the office of the President of
India may be proposed by any one member of the electoral college. The electora col-
lege shall consist of () the elected members of both Houses of Parliament; and (b) the
elected members of the Legislative Assemblies of the States.

(Elected members of the Legislative Council, however, do not constitute the elec-
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(The electoral college of the Legislative Assemblies of the States does not form part
of the forum for his impeachment).

The Chief Minister of a State in India is NOT eligible to vote in the Presidential
election if he is a member of the Upper House of the State legislature.

The President of India can seek re-election to his post two times.

— Presidential Proclamation: A Presidential Proclamation can remain in force for
six months.

— Prime Minister: The Prime Minister of India has full discretion in the choice of
persons who are to serve as ministers in his cabinet.

— Public Accounts Committee: is a Parliamentary Committee which scrutinises the
report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India. It submits its report to Parlia-
ment

— Residuary Powers: The Indian Constitution gives residuary powers to the Union
Government.

— Right to Equality: is one of the Fundmental Rights that aims at the abolition of
social distinctions. It was described by Dr B.R. Ambedkar as the “Heart and Soul of the
Indian Constitution”

— Right to Property: has been ceased to be a Fundamental Right in the Indian
Constitution.

— Schedules: The Indian Constitution has now 12 Schedules. Refer Articles and
Schedules.

— Secretary General of Lok Sabha: The Secretary General of the Lok Sabha, who
is chief of the Secretariat, is appointed by the President of India as per Article 98 of the
Constitution.

— Seventh Schedule: 1t contains Union List, State List and Concurrent List.

— Single Citizenship: The Constitution of India provides for single citizenship.

— Speaker: The Speaker of Indian Parliament is elected by members of the Lok
Sabha for a period of 5 years.

— Speaker of the State Legislative Assembly: No one elected to the legislature for
the first time can become Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. In case he is to resign, he
has to submit his resignation to the Deputy Speaker.

— State Governor: For appointment as Governor of an Indian State, a person must
be a citizen of India; must not be less than 35 years of age, and must not be holding any
office of profit

The normal term of a Governor s office shall be five years, but it may be terminated
earlier: There is no age limit.

— State List: Indian Parliament can invade the State Listif (1) a subject in the State
List assumes national importance, and (2) a proclamation of emergency has been issued
by the President of India.

— States on linguistic basis: The Indian States were reorganised on linguistic basis
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— Strength of Parliament: Maximum strength of Lok Sabha is 545 and of Rajya
Sabha it is 250.

— Summoning of two Houses of Parliament: The Constitution of India has laid
that the two Houses of Parliament must be summoned at least twice a year.

— Suspension of Fundamental Rights: President of India has the right to suspend
Fundamental Rights of the Indian citizens during national emergency.

— Union Council of Ministers: is collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha

— Union Laws vs State Laws: Article 254 describes that in case of any conflict
between Union laws and State laws, the Union laws shall prevail.

— Union Minister: In India, a minister who is not a member of either House of
Parliament, will cease to be a minister after six months unless he gets himselfre-elected,
(or nominated as a member of the Rajya Sabha) within this period.

— Union Territories: The Union Territories in India are administered by a Lt Gov-
ernor.

— Vacancy in the office of the President of India: must be filled up within six
months.

— Vice President: The Vice-President of India is elected by an electoral college
consisting of the members of both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

— Vice-Chairman of Rajya Sabha: One has to be a member of the Rajya Sabha for
election to the post of Vice-Chairman.

Copper—Largest producer inworld: Chile s the largest copper producing country
in the world.

Copper mines in India: The richest copper mines are found in the Chhotanagpur
plateau—Singhbhum and Hazaribagh in Bihar. Rich copper mines are also found in the
Khetri mines in Rajasthan

Copper was the first metal to be used. Copper mines were tapped by both pre-Vedic
and Vedic people.

Cotton fibre: is routed from seed.

Cotton gin: was invented by Eli Whitney.

Cotton Textile Mills: Maharashtra State has the largest number of cotton textile
mills. Corton textile industry employs the maximum number of workers in India.

Cotton—Largest producing States in India: The areas of India which produce
largest amount of cotton are north-western and western India. It is an important crop of
Maharashtra.

Council of States, Chairman of the: The Chairman of the Council of States is the
Vice-President.

Courtyards of My Childhood—A Memoir: is a book written by Ramola
Chatterjee.

Creamy layer: This term i associated with reservation for Other Backward Classes.

Credit rating: It is a formal evaluation of an individual’s or company’s credit his-
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Crickets: are insects that make a clicking sound,

Crocodile: This reptile has four chambered heart.

Crops and their pests: Rice (Gundhi bug), Wheat (4phid); Sugarcane (Top shoot
borer moth), Gram (Greasy cutworm)

Crops, Rotation of : is mainly beneficial for better yields. It is a practice of culti-
vating different crops repeatedly grown on the same land in a specific order.

Cross-breeding: is to be done for achieving quick increase in milk production.

Crossing the Threshold of Hope: The author of this book is Pope John Paul II.

Crude oil: is the single largest import item of India today:

Cruise ship, Largest in the world: Carnival Destiny built by Fincantieri of Italy.

Cryptography: is the study which deals with the secret writing.

Crystal oscillator: In an electric watch, the component corresponding to pendu-
Tum of a pendulum clock is a crystal ocscillator.

Cultured pearls: The production of cultured pearls is an important cotlage indus-
try of Tapan.

Currency notes of RBI : must be backed by not less than a specified percentage of
notes issued in the form of government securities.

Customs Duty: This tax is not shared by the Central Government with the States.

Dabhol power plant: is in Maharashtra.

Dairy-farming, Commercial: Denmark practises commercial dairy-farming

Dance Styles in India: Important classical dance form is Bharat Natyam which
has derived its roots from Tamil Nadu but has developed in an all-India form. Kathakali
is a dance form of Kerala and Kathak is a classical dance form revitalised as a result of
the fusion of Mughal influence. Manipur has contributed a delicate, lyrical style of
dance, Manipuri, while Kuchipudi owes its origin to Andhra Pradesh, and Odissi from
Orissa was once used to be practised as a temple dance. Mohiniattam is one of the
classical dances of Kerala.

Darjeeling: in West Bengal, is known for a toy-train line.

Dasa-kumar-charita: is a romance story in prose written by Dandin.

Day, Shortest in India: December 21 is the shortest day in India.

Dayanand Saraswati: He founded the Arya Samaj in 1874 in Bombay but its
initital success was in the Punjab, and Lahore soon became its headquarters

“Go back to Vedas™ was propounded by him. He was responsible for the revival of
Hinduism in the 19% century.

Death rate, Lowest: The country where death rate is lowest in the world is Japan.

Debenture: is a certificate issued by a Company promising the payment of a speci-
fied amount at a fixed rate of interest after a specified period.

Decimal currency system: It was introduced in India in 1950.

Deficit Financing: is spending in excess of revenue.

Deflation: is checked by deficit budgeting, reduction in taxation, and increase in
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Deflector: A deflector is a technique of adjusting for changes in price level.

Delhi Capital Region: Delhi was made National Capital Region as per the Consti-
tution (69" Amendment) Act, 1991. This Act also made provision for legislative assem-
bly and a council of ministers for Delhi.

Deng Xiaoping: was President of China who died in 1997.

Denotified Tribes: In the Indian context, the term refers to tribes which were ear-
lier classified as criminal tribes.

Density of population, Largest in an Indian State: Indian State with largest den-
sity of population is West Bengal

Dermatology: is the study of skin and its discases

Desai, Morarji: former Prime Minister of India, was the only Indian leader awarded
the highest award of India and the highest award of Pakistan for a civilian

Desdemona: is a character in the Shakespeare’s play Othello.

Destination India: India’s first State-hosted international investment summit or-
ganised by Foreign Investment Promotion Board and FICCL

Detroit of India: Pithampur in Madhya Pradesh where a large number of automo-
bile industries have been set up is called the “Detroit of India”

Devaluation of a currency: means reduction in the value of a currency vis-a-vis
major internationally traded currencies.

Dhanvantri: Ayurveda or the science of health and medicine is attributed to
him

Dhanwantri Award: is given in the field of medicine

Diamond: Panna in Madhya Pradesh is known for diamond mines.

Diamond Export: India’s carnings from diamond exports is quite high because of
the expertise available for cutting and polishing ofimported diamonds which are later
exported.

Dicky Dolma: She is the youngest woman climber of Mt Everest.

Diet: The Parliament of Japan is called Dier.

Dighoi: in Assam is famous for oil fields.

Dinesh Goswami Committee: It recommended governmental funding of parlia-
‘mentary elections.

Discovery of India: is a book written by Jawahar Lal Nehru

Divya Yatra: A scheme to bring popular television to the masses with the help of
video vans.

Dr Watson: is a fictional character created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyl

Dronacharya Award: is given to the Best Sports Coach.

Dry-farming: In India, dry-farming is practiced in Rajasthan.

Dulhasti Hydro Electric Project: is in the Doda district of Jammu & Kashmir
State.

Duma: The Lower House of the Russian legislature is known as the Duma.
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Durgapur Steel Plant : was established in collaboration with Britain,

Dynamite: was invented by Alfred Nobel.

Dzongkha: is the official language of Bhutan

E.T.A.: is a terrorist organisation in Spain

East Coast Road: links Chennai and Cuddalore.

Eco Action: An experiment for building artificial reefs on the ocean bed in Kerala
andin the Andhra Pradesh coast

Eco-Mark: is the labelling scheme introduced in India for any product which is
environment friendly from cradle to grave (entire life cycle).

Economic growth: is generally measured in terms of National Income.

Economic Liberalisation Policy: aims at helping exports by achieving full con-
vertibility of the Indian rupee. It is an important policy instrument for reduction in
import duties on capital goods to help the local entreprencurs to improve technology to
face the global markets

Edwina and Nehru: is written by Catherine Clement

Eighth Plan—highest outlay: Agriculture got the highest amount of Plan outlay
during the cighth five-year plan.

Election Dispute: The power to decide an election dispute rests with High Courts
with an appeal to Supreme Court,

Election of local bodies : is not conducted by the Election Commission.

Election Petition: The power to decide an election petition s vested in the Election
Commission.

Election Process in India: The recommendation for election is made by the Gov-
ernment and the notification for election is issued by the Election Commission. In an
election, electioneering has to cease in a constituency 24 hours before the poll.

Election Symbols: are allotted to various candidates for Parliamentary elections
after serutiny of nomination papers by the Chief Election Commissioner.

Elephant’s tusks: These are called enlarged cartilaginous bones.

Emblica: An important herb, found in the forests of Northern Kashmir, Dehra
Dun, and Himachal Pradesh, is widely used in cough, sore-throat and bronehitis.

Employment Guarantee Scheme: This rural work programme was first started in
Maharashtra

Erasmus: (1466-1536) was a Dutch writer. His Praise of Folly is still read.

ESCAP: Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific. Its head office is
at Bangkok. Its functions are—to promote better social, economic, educational and health
conditions in Asia and Far East countries

Esperanto: is an artificial international language created to act as world language.

Eurasian alliance: The former Soviet Republics viz., Belorussia, Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan have joined Russia to form Eurasian alliance

Euro: is the name of New Single European Currency, launched on January 1, 1999,
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Exchange value of rupee: is determined with reference to the US dollar.

Excise Duty: is the largest source of revenue to the Government of India.

Excise duty on liquor: is levied by State governments.

Exclusive Economic Zone, India’s: covers an area of 24 lakh sq km and the con-
tinental shelf extends upto 350 nautical miles from the coast.

Exfoliation: This type of weathering is common both in the cold and in the hot
climate regions,

Exit Poll: is a term used to denote a post-election survey of voters regarding the
candidate in whose favour they had exercised their franchise.

Extended Market: It promotes division of labour.
FACTS ABOUT INDIA

—Area: The area of India is 2.2% of the total world area but has 16% of the entire
‘human race.

—Coastline: The length of India’s coastline is 7516 km.

—Forest area : The notified forest area in India is 752.3 lakh hectares.

—Growth of population: 1f India’s population continues to grow at the rate of 2%
per annum. It will be double of its present size in the next 35 years.

—Jute and cotton industries: Jute and cotton industries were worst affected be-
cause of the partition of India in 1947.

—Location: India extends between 8°-4" and 37°-6" north latitude.

—Maximum number of workers : Maximum number of workers are employed in
the Textile Industry in India

—Population dependent on Agriculture: The percentage of India’s popula-
tion dependent upon agriculture (or rural population) is 74.3% as per 1991 Cen-
sus

—State with lowest population density: Arunachal Pradesh is the most sparsely
populated State with a density of 10

Fahrenheit conversion to Centigrade: To convert Fahrenheitinto Centigrade, the
formula is: (F-32) divided by 1.8. The readings of a Fahrenheit and a Centigrade tem-
perature is the same at —40°.

Farakka Barrage: Its main objectives are (1) to protect and save Caleutta harbour
from silting, and (2) to improve navigability of the Hooghly.

Fatah Party: is the politcal party of Yasser Arafat, President of Palestine.
Adam Smith is called Father of Economics.
: Gregory Mendel

Federal Supreme Court: is a feature common to both the Indian Federation and
the American Federation to interpret the Constitution.

Fenugreek seeds: can benefit a patient of diabetes mellitus by normalising his
blood sugar level.
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Fertilizer plant: The first fertilizer plant in India was set up at Sindri (Bihar).
Finance Commission: It recommends distribution of finances between the Centre

and the States. It is constituted every five years.

Financial capital of India: Mumbai is known as the financial capital of India.

Financial capital of the world: Zurich, situated in Switzerland.

Finland: is known as The Land of Thousand Lakes.

Fire Extinguisher: Powder-type fire extinguisher is used for petroleum fire.

First flight training school: Asia’s first international flight training centre school
is to be established at Kancharapara, near Calcutta.

First Atomic Power Station in India: is at Tarapur in Maharashtra.

First Atomic research reactor of India: APSARA is India’s first 1 MW Atomic

Research reactor built indigenously in 1956
First bird: is believed to have appeared on the surface of the earth about 150 mil-

lion years ago.

First cement factory: was st up in 1904 at Madras (Chennai).

First Chief Election Commissioner of India: Sukumar Sen.

First City to be placed under UN: Sarajevo.

First Cotton Mill in India: was set up in Calcutta in 1818. (It was established at

Fort Gloster near Calcutta).

First countrywide agricultural census in India: was taken in 1970-71
First deaf and dumb person to cross the Strait of Gibralter: Taranath Shenoy

(of India).

First Fast Breeder Reactor: India’s first fast breeder reactor Kamini, also called
neutron reactor, has been built at Kalpakkam, near Chinnai.

Fast Breeding Reactor is a nuclear reactor to produce electricity through fiusion
process.

First Field Marshal of India: S.H.F.J. Manekshaw. He was appointed on January

2, 1973.

First General Elections in India: were held in 1951

First heavy electrical equipment factory: The first public sector heavy electrical
equipment factory was set up in 1960 at Bhopal

First in production of Tea: India occupies first position in the world in the pro-
duction of tea. Assam is the largest producer of tea in India.

First in production of Electronic Equipment: Karnataka stands first in produc-
tion of electronic equipment.

First India-born woman selected for space voyage by NASA : Kalpna Chawla.

She was part of the Columbia space-shuttle mission of NASA (USA) which blasted into

space on November 20, 1997.

First Indian Nobel Prize winner: Rabindra Nath Tagore was the first Indian to

win Nobel Prize. He won it for literature (Gitanjali) in 1913
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India which has started production of optical fibre to cater to the needs of telecommuni-
cations.

First Indian to airdrop at North Pole: Squadron leader Sanjay Thapar.

First Indian to be crowned ‘Miss World’: Rita Fareia.

First Indian to score a century in Test Cricket: Lala Amamath became the first
Indian to score a century, and that also on his debut against visiting Douglas Jardine’s
England team at Bombay Gymkhana in 1933-34

First Indian to win Olympic medal in Lawn Tennis: Leander Paes.

First Indian woman solo flight pilot: Harita Kaur Deol.

First International Flight Training School of Asia: s established at Kancharpura
near Calcutta.

First jute mill in India: The first power-driven jute mill was established at Rishar
near Caleutta in 1859

First machine-made paper: was manufactured in 1870 near Caleutta

First modern machine tool factory: The first large scale modern factory for pro-
duction of machine tools in India was set up at Bangalore

First newspaper in India: Bombay Samachar, the first newspaper started in Bom-
bay, was a venture of the Parsees.

First Nuclear submarine of India: The first nuclear submarine acquired by the
Indian Navy is named Chakra.

First Opposition Leader in Rajya Sabha: Kamlapati Tripathy.

First person to walk across the Antarctic continent alone: Borge Ousland.

First Railway line in India: The first Indian railway line was opened in 1853 from
Bombay to Thane under the Governor Generalship of Lord Dalhousie.

First Railway Line in the world: was laid in North-East England.

Firstrobot developed by India: PROGMAN 150, developed by Centre for Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Robotics, Bangalore.

First Secretary General of the UN: Trygve Lic

First Speaker of the Lok Sabha: GV. Mavalankar.

First sponge Iron Plant in India: is at Kothagudam in Andhra Pradesh.

First tribal Speaker of the Lok Sabha: Purno A. Sangma, also the first Speaker
from the North-East

First Vice-President of India: Dr S. Radhakrishnan (1952-62).

First woman doctor in India: was Clara Swain of America who arrived in India in
1875 and the second was the English woman Fanny Butler who came in 1880,

First woman Prime Minister of a country in the world: Sirimavo Bandaranike
was the first woman to become the Prime Minister of a country (PM of Sri Lanka) in the
world

First woman to conquer Mt Everest: Junko Tabe.

First women police station: is in Guwahati.





